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1 Introduction

This document provides some samples of the book-hand fonts. They are avail-
able from CTAN in the fonts/bookhands directory. The characters in each
font are displayed first, followed by an example of some text including ligatures.
Then some more text is shown in the font. The first part of the text are sen-
tences containing some well known English phrases. The second part consists of
Latin sentences. The first two of these are Latin abecedarian sentences dating
from about 790 ad. The last sentence also dates from around that time.

As an example, the Computer Modern Roman font would be sampled like
this:

a b c d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z
. , ; : ! ? ‘ ’ & ( ) [ ] - – —

0123456789
“the brown & white dog — but fast acting hare”

Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good
men, and women, to come to the aid of the party. Boys and girls
come out to play while the quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
Te canit adcelebratque polus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique
globum scandunt tua facta per axem. Explicit secunda pars summe
fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrum predicatorium, longissima,
prolixissima, & tediossima scribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et
iterumm Deo gratias.

It should be noted that not all the fonts have the complete range of punc-
tuation marks and ligatures as shown in the CMR example. Punctuation was
virtually non-existant in the first century while by Gutenberg’s time all of our
modern punctuation marks were in use.
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2 Square Capitals

Square Capitals were used from the first century onwards, principally in the
form of capital letters with other hands.

The font and packages are in the sqrcaps subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now isthe time for all good men, and women, to
ome to the aid of the party. Boys andgirls 
ome out to play while the qui
kbrown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te
anit ad
elebratque polus rex gazifer hym-nis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tuafa
ta per axem. Expli
it se
unda pars summefratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, &tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias, Deo gra-tias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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3 Roman Rustic

The Roman Rustic font was used between the first and sixth centuries. Capital
letters, if used at all, were just larger versions of the normal letters.

The font and packages are in the rustic subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z., ; : ` ' & - { |012 34 5 67 89\t h e brown & wh i t e dog | but fa s t a
t i n g h a r e "H e r e i s i s an e xam p l e of t h e fon t .Now is t h e t i m efor al l good m e n, and wom e n, to 
om e to t h e a i d oft h e pa r t y.Boys and gir l s 
om e out to pl a y wh i l e t h equi
k brown fox jum p s ove r t h e l a z y dog.T e 
an i tad
e l e bra t que pol us re x gaz i f e r h y m n i s .T ran s z e p h -yr i que gl obum s 
andun t tua fa
t a p e r ax e m . E x-pl i 
i t s e 
unda par s s um m e fra t r i s t h om e de aqui noordi n i s fra t rum pr e di 
a t or i um , l ongi s s i m a, pro-l i x i s s i m a, & t e di os s i m a s 
r i be n t ; De o gra t i a s , De ogra t i a s , e t i t e rum m De o gra t i a s .
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4 Uncial

The Uncial font was used between the third and sixth centuries. Capital letters,
if used at all, were either just larger versions of the normal letters, or Roman
Rustic letters.

The font and packages are in the uncial subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z., ; : ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now isthe time forall goodmen, andwomen, to 
ometo the aid of the party.Boys and girls 
omeout toplaywhile the qui
kbrownfox jumpsover the lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratquepolus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyr-ique globums
andunt tuafa
taperaxem.Ex-pli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thome deaquino ordinisfratrumpredi
atorium,longis-sima, prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent;Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et iterummDeo gra-tias.
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5 Half Uncial

The Half Uncial font was used between the third and ninth centuries. Capital
letters were only used at the start of a paragraph and were always partially, or
completely, set in the margin. They were either larger versions of the normal
letters, or letters from earlier fonts.

The font and packages are in the huncial subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is thetime for all good men, and women, to 
ome tothe aid of the party. Boys and girls 
ome out toplay while the qui
k brown fox jumps over thelazy dog.Te 
anit ad
elebratque polus rex gaz-ifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunttua fa
ta per axem.Expli
it se
unda pars summefratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
a-torium, longissima, prolixissima, & tediossimas
ribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et iterummDeo gratias.
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6 Artificial Uncial

The Artificial Uncial font was used between the sixth and tenth centuries. Cap-
ital letters were only used at the start of a paragraph and were always partially,
or completely, set in the margin. They were either larger versions of the normal
letters, or letters from earlier fonts.

The font and packages are in the auncial subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u vw x y z., ; : ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown&white dog | but fast a
tinghare"Here is is an example of the font.Nowis the time for all goodmen, andwomen,to 
ome to the aid of the party.Boys andgirls 
omeouttoplaywhilethequi
kbrownfox jumps over the lazy dog.Te 
anit ad-
elebratquepolusrexgaziferhymnis.Transzephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa
taper axem. Expli
it se
unda pars summefratristhomedeaquinoordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima,& tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias, Deogratias, et iterummDeo gratias.
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7 Insular Majuscule

The Insular Majuscule font was used between the sixth and ninth centuries,
firstly in Ireland and then later in England. Capital letters were only used at
the start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters, or
highly decorated very large letters.

The font and packages are in the inslrmaj subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
tinghare"Here is is an example of the font.Now is the time for all good men, andwomen, to 
ome to the aid of the party.Boys and girls 
ome out to play whilethe qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazydog. Te 
anit ad
elebratque polus rexgazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique glo-bum s
andunt tua fa
ta per axem.Ex-pli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thomede aquino ordinis fratrum predi
atorium,longissima, prolixissima, & tediossimas
ribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias, etiterumm Deo gratias.
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8 Insular Minuscule

The Insular Minuscule hand was an informal version of Insular Majuscule and
has been used from the sixth century onwards. Capital letters were only used
at the start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters,
or highly decorated very large letters.

The font and packages are in the inslrmin subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is thetime for all good men, and women, to 
ome to theaid of the party. Boys and girls 
ome out to playwhile the qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.Te 
anit ad
elebratque polus rex gazifer hymnis.Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa
ta peraxem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thomede aquino ordinis fratrum predi
atorium, longissima,prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias,Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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9 Carolingian Minuscule

The Carolingian Minuscule script was used between the 8th and 12th centuries,
throughout the Western Christian world. Capital letters were only used at the
start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters, or
taken from earlier hands.

The font and packages are in the carolmin subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fa
 a�ing hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all goodmen, and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party. Boys and girls 
omeout to play while the qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te 
anitad
elebratque polus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
an-dunt tua fa�a per axem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thomede aquino ordinis fratrum predi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, & te-diossima s
ribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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10 Early Gothic

The Early Gothic hand was used between the 11th and 12th centuries, as a short
lived intermediary between the Carolingian script and the full-blown Gothic
hands.

The font and packages are in the egothic subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fa
 a�ing hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for allgood men, and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party. Boysand girls 
ome out to play while the qui
k brown fox jumps overthe lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratque polus rex gazifer hymnis.Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa�a per axem. Expli
itse
unda pars summe fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent;Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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11 Gothic Textura Quadrata

Gothic Textura Quadrata was the principal Gothic hand on the continent be-
tween about the 13th and 15th centuries. Guthenberg based his types on this
hand.

The font and packages are in the tgothic subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fa
 a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good men,and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party. Boys and girls 
ome out to playwhile the qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratquepolus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa
ta peraxem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias,Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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12 Gothic Textura Prescius

Gothic Textura Prescius, which is slightly simpler than Quadrata, was used in
England from the 13th century. Caxton based his types on this hand.

The font and packages are in the pgothic subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fa
 a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good men,and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party. Boys and girls 
ome out to playwhile the qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratquepolus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa
ta peraxem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias,Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.
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13 Rotunda

The Italians did not go for the excesses of the Gothic Textura scripts and they
transformed Early Gothic into the Rotunda hand, in use between the 13th and
15th centuries.

The font and packages are in the rotunda subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fast a
ting hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good men,and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party. Boys and girls 
ome out to playwhile the qui
k brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratquepolus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tua fa
ta peraxem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrumpredi
atorium, longissima, prolixissima, & tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias,Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratias.

14



14 Humanist Minuscule

Our modern roman types are based on the Humanist Minuscule script that was
used from the 14th century onward in Italy. It was the successor to Rotunda.

The font and packages are in the humanist subdirectory.a b 
 d e f gh i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z. , ; : ! ? ` ' & - { |0123456789\the brown & white dog | but fa
 a�ing hare"Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time forall good men, and women, to 
ome to the aid of the party.Boys and girls 
ome out to play while the qui
k brownfox jumps over the lazy dog. Te 
anit ad
elebratque polusrex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum s
andunt tuafa�a per axem. Expli
it se
unda pars summe fratris thomede aquino ordinis fratrum predi
atorium, longissima, pro-lixissima, & tediossima s
ribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias,et iterumm Deo gratias.
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