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1 Introduction

This document provides some samples of the book-hand fonts. They are avail-
able from CTAN in the fonts/bookhands directory. The characters in each
font are displayed first, followed by an example of some text including ligatures.
Then some more text is shown in the font. The first part of the text are sen-
tences containing some well known English phrases. The second part consists of
Latin sentences. The first two of these are Latin abecedarian sentences dating
from about 790 AD. The last sentence also dates from around that time.

As an example, the Computer Modern Roman font would be sampled like
this:

abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz
& ()] —
0123456789
“the brown & white dog — but fast acting hare”

Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good
men, and women, to come to the aid of the party. Boys and girls
come out to play while the quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog.
Te canit adcelebratque polus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique
globum scandunt tua facta per axem. Explicit secunda pars summe
fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrum predicatorium, longissima,
prolixissima, & tediossima scribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias, et
iterumm Deo gratias.

It should be noted that not all the fonts have the complete range of punc-
tuation marks and ligatures as shown in the CMR example. Punctuation was
virtually non-existant in the first century while by Gutenberg’s time all of our
modern punctuation marks were in use.



2 Square Capitals

Square Capitals were used from the first century onwards, principally in the
form of capital letters with other hands.
The font and packages are in the sqrcaps subdirectory.

ABCD[FGHIJK[MMOPQKSTUVWXYZ
s 1 2 o T o
oy g T
0123456789
WTHE BROWN ET WHITE DOG — BUT FAST ACTING HARE”

HERE IS IS AN EXAMPLE OF THE FONT. NOwW IS
THE TIME FOR ALL GOOD MEIN, AND WOMIN, TO
COME TO THE AID OF THE PARTY. BOYS AND
GIRLS COME OUT TO PIAY WHILE THE QUICK
BROWN FOX JUMPS OVIR THE LAZY DOG. T
CANIT ADCHEBRATQUE POLUS REX GAZIFER HYM-
NIS. TRANS ZFPHYRIQUE GLOBUM SCANDUNT TUA
FACTA PER AXEM. EXPLICIT SECUNDA PARS SUMME
FRATRIS THOME DE AQUINO ORDINIS FRATRUM
PREDICATORIUM, LONGISSIMA , PROLIXISSIMA , ET
TEDIOSSIMA SCRIBENT; DEO GRATIAS, DEO GRA-
TIAS, ET ITERUMM DEO GRATIAS.



3 Roman Rustic

The Roman Rustic font was used between the first and sixth centuries. Capital
letters, if used at all, were just larger versions of the normal letters.
The font and packages are in the rustic subdirectory.

ABCDEfGHIIKIMNOIQRSIUVWXYZ

\IfI —

. 0123456789 _
IHE BROWN I WHLIE DOG — BUI EAST ACIING fARE

s,

MERE 1S 1S AN EXAMPLE OF 10E FONI- NOW IS INE TIME
fOR ALL GOOD MEN, AND WOMEN. 10 COME 10 INE ALD OF
IHE PARTY DOYS AND GIRLS COMEOUTI0 PLAY WHILE INE
QUICK BROWN f0X JUMZPS OVER INE LAZY DOG- [ CANII
ADCELERRATQUE P0LUS REX GAZIFER HYMNIS- IRANS ZE0ti~
YRIQUE GLOBUM SCANDUNI TUA fACIA PER AXEM- EX-
PLICIT SECUNDA PARS SUMME ERAIRIS IHOME DE AQUINO
ORDINIS FRAIRUM PREDICAIORIUM. LONGISSIM A, IRO-
LIXISSIM A, 1 IEDIOSSIM A SCRIBENI, DI0 GRATIAS, Di0
GRAIIAS, T IERUMM D0 GRAIIAS:



4 Uncial

The Uncial font was used between the third and sixth centuries. Capital letters,
if used at all, were either just larger versions of the normal letters, or Roman
Rustic letters.

The font and packages are in the uncial subdirectory.

aacbe]:c;l') 1) klmnopgpsraowxs'(z
VAR Mer - —
0123456789
~the BROWN €T wb1ite 00G — BAT RAST ACTING Bape”

bepe 1S 1S AN e)camPLe OR 1he FONT- NOW 1s
the Time FOR all GOOO MEN ., AND (DOMEN , TO COME
10 the a1 OFR 1he PARTY" Boys and c;1]st come
04T 10 ]‘)LA\’( wbiletbe 9(11ck BROWN FOX )amps
00€ER 1he LAZ\’( 00G Te canit AbceLeBparqae
PoLas REX GAZIRER Bs'(myqls TRaNS ze])l')s'(]z-
1gae qLo&am SCANOUNT TAA RACTA PER A XeEM: €X-
PLIClT seCanda PARS sUMME RRATRIS thome de
Aqalﬂo OROIN1IS RRATRAM Ppeblcmoplam, Lonqls-
s1ma ., PpoLl)asswna, €T TED10SS1MA SCRIBENT,

OeogpaTias, OcoGpraTias, eT 1TeRamm® O€0 GRA-
Tias:



5 Half Uncial

The Half Uncial font was used between the third and ninth centuries. Capital
letters were only used at the start of a paragraph and were always partially, or
completely, set in the margin. They were either larger versions of the normal
letters, or letters from earlier fonts.

The font and packages are in the huncial subdirectory.

abcdefzbijkl mnopqrfcuvwxiyz
YR \IQ: - -
0123456789
~the brown & white doz — bu< faf' T actinz hare”

bere 1f 1f an example of the font Now 1" che
«ime for all zood men, and women., o come <o
<he aid of the parcy- bo“(f and zirl{ come out o
plLay wbhile the quick brown fox jumpf over che
Lazy doz Te camic adcelebracque poluf rex zaz-
1fer bymmif. Tranf zepbyrique zlobum fcandunt
cua facca per axem: explicic fecunda parf fumme
fracrif cthome de aquino ordinmif fracrum predica-
zorum, Lonziffima, prolixiffima, & cediof f1ma
{fcribent,; deo zraiafl deo zracial, eT 1cerumm

deo zwra<iafl-



6 Artificial Uncial

The Artificial Uncial font was used between the sixth and tenth centuries. Cap-
ital letters were only used at the start of a paragraph and were always partially,
or completely, set in the margin. They were either larger versions of the normal
letters, or letters from earlier fonts.

The font and packages are in the auncial subdirectory.

ABCOERCh)JKLMNOPGRSTULWX VY7Z
VA \/Gr' ——
0)23456789
“The BROWN er Wh)TE OOC — BUT FAST ACT)ING
bare”

bere s js AN example o The FONT- NOW
Js The T)me JOR ALL CO0OO MEN, ANO (WOMEN ,
TO come TO The A)0 Of The pARTY BOys ANO
CIRLS come ouT TO pLay wbjle The gu)CK bROWN
FOX JUMPS OVER The LAZY OOC- T€ CANJT A0~
celebraTgue polUus ReX CAZJLER DYMN)S:- TRANS
zepbyrjgue cLobamM SCANOUNT TUA JACTA
PER AXEM: EXPLICIT SECANOA PARS SUMME
FRATR)S Thome O€ AUINO OROJNJS FRATRUM
PREOVICATORIUM , LONCISS)MA , PROLIXISS)MA ,
er TEDJOSS)DA SCRIBENT; OO0 CRATIAS, Q€O
CRATIAS, €T JTERUMM Oe€o CRAT)AS:



7 Insular Majuscule

The Insular Majuscule font was used between the sixth and ninth centuries,
firstly in Ireland and then later in England. Capital letters were only used at
the start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters, or
highly decorated very large letters.

The font and packages are in the inslrmaj subdirectory.

abcoeprchijplmuopar {cuvwx g2

R B Sl S
0123456189
~che- bpown & whice- voC — buc paf'c acanr
hare”

hege i 1 an eycample op che pouc
How 1if che: ‘aame- por. all ‘Tooo men, apo
womeH, ‘co come ‘co che- a1o of ‘che: parcs
bogf apo Ci1RL{ come ouc co plag while
‘che- quicg browH royc. Jumpf over_ che Lang
o0 Ce camne aocelebpacque polul pesx.
‘camper. hgmul- Craul nephgrique ‘clo-
bum {capoupc ‘cua pacca per. axem Co -
pliac {fecapoa parf{ {umme- Fracr1{ ‘chome-
0e- AqUIHO OROITHI{ FRA'CRUIN {HRE01CA' CORIUIM,
Lo fima., proliyeif {ima, 6 ‘ceorof {ima
{criberc,; Oeo Traaa ., Oco Traaal ., ec
rce-pumm Oe-o ‘CRracra -



8 Insular Minuscule

The Insular Minuscule hand was an informal version of Insular Majuscule and
has been used from the sixth century onwards. Capital letters were only used
at the start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters,
or highly decorated very large letters.

The font and packages are in the inslrmin subdirectory.

abcbklzabtllctmnopn]]*]"Cuom/'ntjz
TN A ———

0123456789
N be broum € wbice 605 — but ]:al“t actma ba]*e/’

be«j‘e« 1[’ 1[’ an ejcam]vtﬁ oF The J:ont. How 1[’ The
Time For all Boob men, and women, TO come TO The
an oF The parcy. bm]l" and 511%]‘ come ouT TO ]‘)L(U]
wbile The zjutc]: broum Fox ]um]v]" ove The LQZIJ 606.
Ce camiT abc%e«b]“atque Potul’ [ex FeBtpeT btjmm[’.
C]*an]" kabtjru]uef Btobum ]"canbunt Tud pacta peT

xem. 67;]%10& ]"efcunba ]mr]“ ]"ummef ]:]*atrtl" Thome
de dqutno orbtntr ]:]'atrum Pr&btcac’ortum, Lonﬁtﬁ’tma,

Protyctﬂ’tma, & tebtoﬂ’tma I’crtbe«nt; deo Brattal’,

Jeo Bratmr, eT 1terumm Je-o Bratmr.



9 Carolingian Minuscule

The Carolingian Minuscule script was used between the 8th and 12th centuries,
throughout the Western Christian world. Capital letters were only used at the
start of sentences. They were either larger versions of the normal letters, or
taken from earlier hands.

The font and packages are in the carolmin subdirectory.

abecdefgbigklimnopqrlfcuvuxyz
12X .- —
0123456789

“tbe brown & white dog — but Faf afing bare”

B |

Deve 10 10 an example of the font. Now 1f the Time For all good
men, and women, To come TO the aid of the parcy. boy(’ and qurll come
out to play while the qutck brown Fox jumpl over the lazy dog Ce canic
adcelebratque poluf’ rex gazifer bymaif. Tranl zepbyrique globum (can-
dunt tua Paca per axem. Cxplicit fecunda parl Cumme Prateil thome
de aquino ordini Fratrum predicatorium, longifCima, prolixi{ima, & te-
diof’C1ma Ceribent; deo gratiaf, deo gratial, et 1terumm deo gratial.

10



10 Early Gothic

The Early Gothic hand was used between the 11th and 12th centuries, as a short

lived intermediary between the Carolingian script and the full-blown Gothic
hands.
The font and packages are in the egothic subdirectory.

abcdefghijklmnopqricuvuxyz
R RV AR+ '¢ - - —
0123456789
“the brown & white dog — bur fafk aing bare”

Here 1t 1f an example of the Font. Now 1t the time for all
good men, and women, To come to the aid of the party. Boyr
and girlf come out to play while the quick brown Fox jumpr over
the lazy dog. Te camc adeelebracque polur rex gazifer bymmr.
Trant zephyrique globum fcandunt tua Facta per axem. Explieic
fecunda part rumme Fratrif thome de aquino ordimf Fratrum
predicacortum, longifima, proluyarfima, & tedioffima feribent;
Deo gratiar, Deo gratuaf, et icerumm Deo gracuar.

11



11 Gothic Textura Quadrata

Gothic Textura Quadrata was the principal Gothic hand on the continent be-
tween about the 13th and 15th centuries. Guthenberg based his types on this
hand.

The font and packages are in the tgothic subdirectory.

abcdefghyyklmuopqrstudmxp:z
A
0123456789
“he browmn ¥ white dog — but faft acting hare”

Theve is is an cxample of the font. Tom is the time for all good men,
and momen, te come to the aid of the party. Bops and girls come out to plap
while the quick bromn fox jumps over the lazp dog. Be canit adcelebratque
poluss rex gazifer hymmis. Brans zephyrique globum Scandunt tua facta per
axem. Cxplicit Secunda pary summe fratris thome 3¢ aquine ovdimis fratrum
predicatorium, longissima, prolixisgima, £ tediossima Scrivent; Deo gratias,
Deo gratias, ¢t iterumm Deo gratias.

12



12 Gothic Textura Prescius

Gothic Textura Prescius, which is slightly simpler than Quadrata, was used in
England from the 13th century. Caxton based his types on this hand.
The font and packages are in the pgothic subdirectory.

abedefghijhlmnopgrstuvwxpz
A

0123456789
“the brown f whife dog — buf faft acting hare”

Tere is is an example of the font. Pow is the time for all good men,
and women, to come to the aid of the party. Dops and girls come out fo plap
while the quick brown fox yjumps over the lazp dog. Ge canit adcelebratque
poluss rex gazifer hymmis. Grans zephprique globum Scandunt tua facta per
axem. Cxplicit Secunda pars summe frafris thome 3¢ aguine ordiniss frafrum
predicatorium, longissima, profixissima, £ tediossima scribent; Deo gratias,
Deo gratias, ¢t iterumm Deo gratias.

13



13 Rotunda

The Italians did not go for the excesses of the Gothic Textura scripts and they
transformed Early Gothic into the Rotunda hand, in use between the 13th and

15th centuries.
The font and packages are in the rotunda subdirectory.

abecdefghijklmnopgqrstuvuxyz
R BV« - —
0123456789
“the brown 6 white dog — but fast acting hare”

bere is is an example of the font. Now is the time for all good men,
and women, to come to the aid of the party. Boys and girls come out to play
while the quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. Te canit adeelebratque
polus rex gazifer hymnis. Trans zephyrique globum scandunt tua facta per
axrem. Explicit secunda pars summe fratris thome de aquino ordinis fratrum
predicatorium, longissima, prolixissims, & tediossima scribent; Deo gratias,
Deo gratias, et iterumm Deo gratiss.

14



14 Humanist Minuscule

Our modern roman types are based on the Humanist Minuscule script that was
used from the 14th century onward in Italy. It was the successor to Rotunda.
The font and packages are in the humanist subdirectory.

abcdefgbijklmnopqgqrstuvuxvz
L& - —
0123456789
“tbe brown & wbite dog — but faft a&ting bare”

Here is is an example of the font. Now is the time for
all good men, and wiomen, to come to tbe aid of tbe partv.
Bovs and girls come out to play wbile the quick brown
fox jumps over the Llazyv dog. Te canit adcelebratque polus
rex gazifer bymnis. Trans zepbvrique globum scandunt tua
falta per axem. Explicit secunda pars summe fratris thome
de aquino ordinis fratrum predicatorium, longissima, pro-
Lixissima, & tediossima scribent; Deo gratias, Deo gratias,
et iterumm Deo gratias.
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